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We don’t just build buildings. We build lives.

There has been a lot happening since we last published.
This newsletter is filled with photos to catch you up! Enjoy!

Local News
Our property in Alvin is under construction. We recently received a grant that is allowing us to
complete the building phase of our long-term vision for the property.

What is the vision?
Our vision is to continue to grow the opportunities for people to serve. The atmosphere at our
Alvin location lends itself to a short-term retreat type setting, with a pond, space for a ropes
course, and a neighboring large animal rescue ranch. We envision a place where groups, both
youth and adult, from all over Texas can come for a multiple-day stay. Groups can serve a day
packaging rice and beans and a day or more working on crops. BWBT frequently receives calls
with requests for assistance in the rural surrounding community for home repairs, wheelchair
ramp construction, etc. These types of projects can be coordinated in conjunction with a group’s
stay, as well.
Grant funds are currently being used to build a bunk house, purchase a shower trailer, complete
the volunteer kitchen and shower inside the main building, and build a fire ring with seating for
outdoor gatherings. The response from volunteers coming to serve at the building has been
awesome. We have added an additional 1,200 sq. ft. of concrete for additional parking and
space for the shower trailer. In addition to the shower trailer being used by volunteers at our
facility, when it is not in use, we will take it to Loaves & Fishes soup kitchen in Houston to allow
members of the homeless population who are fed there to shower. We will provide care
packages that contain hygiene products, also providing another opportunity to serve, in that
volunteers can donate, sort and package hygiene items that will be used in the shower trailer.

Since August, 8,000 pounds of rice and beans from our warehouse in Alvin have been distributed to local food banks.
In October, Baybrook Church hosted a Bike Rally and Barbecue Fundraiser benefitting
BWBT. They also sent volunteers to paint, package beans, and prepare glasses for our free
eye clinics.
In November, 300+ Friendswood High School National Honor Society students and a group
from The Harbor Church came to the Alvin location to help begin construction of the bunk
house, paint, and package beans.
Below are some pictures from these incredible volunteer weekend events!

In September, our local
communities helped us fill
this truck with supplies that
we delivered to flood victims
in Louisiana. Thank you to
all who donated, to Friendswood Chamber of Commerce
for the use of their parking
lot, to Penske for donating
the use of the truck, and to
Copy Dr. in Friendswood for
donating the banner.

The following is a post from one of the families we were blessed to meet while doing flood
relief work in Louisiana:
Today my family and I were blessed by angels with Texas-sized hearts, compassion, and love of
giving. God keeps putting signs in my life to let me know I'm not alone… I have to keep the faith!
After tirelessly working for seven hours in the house today with my sisters, Laura & Jodie, and Jimmy
my brother-in-law, we were about to call it a day even though a lot of work was still yet to be done.
God decided to remind us of why we have faith… because at that moment Alvin Community
Outreach and Builders Without Borders of Texas appeared with tools in hand ready to work! It could
only be God's Mercy on us for eight angels to converge on the house and work for two hours straight
and make the amount of progress they did with tremendously happy hearts. Each one filled with
compassion, unique talent, and a calling to help. I appreciate so much how they took time to ask
about who lived in the house and shared in the pain when I spoke about my parents, in their 80s,
now homeless after 59 years in my childhood home. Tears and hugs shared as we talked about five
girls being raised in the house, and how the oldest, Mary Robin, is now suffering from incurable
cancer. Genuine care and concern was freely given to strangers during one of life's more difficult
times. A simple 'Thank You' does not seem to be enough to express the gratitude in the hearts of
The Didier Family. We will definitely "Pay It Forward".

Did you know that we have a resale store?!
The Blue Monkey Resale Gift Shop
is a 100% non-profit store.
All items in the store are donated,
and all proceeds go to our projects.
The store is located at
206 E. Edgewood—Friendswood, Texas 77546
Hours
Tuesday—Saturday from 10:00 until 4:00

There are three ways to support us at Blue Monkey
1. Shop
2. Donate
3. Tell your friends!

The season is here!
Are you an online
shopper? Would you
like to be an online
shopper?
#StartWithaSmile at
smile.amazon.com/
ch/84-1636981
for your holiday gifts
and Amazon
donates to
Builders Without
Borders of Texas!

(Donations are accepted during store hours.)

THANK YOU from the Blue Monkey Pumpkin Patch!
Every October, the Blue Monkey becomes home to
our Pumpkin Patch. This was the biggest year ever!
Thank you to the volunteers who came out and helped
unload pumpkins into the patch. And thank you to
everyone who purchased pumpkins!

We love getting to see all of the
families taking their fall photos
in the Patch!

The Patch is filled with places for the community to
take pictures and have fun. Thank you to the youth
from Hope Lutheran Church. On October 30th, they
hosted a Fall Fun Day with face painting, story time,
and nachos in the Patch…all FREE to the community!

What’s happening in Haiti?

Thanks to those who donated through the Go Fund Me page that was set up to raise money for a
van for Kenbe Fem and to an extremely generous donor who made up more than the difference,
the kids now have a NEW VAN! Having a safe and reliable vehicle to transport the kids to and
from school and church makes a huge difference in their lives.
The donations provided enough money that we were also able to purchase a three-wheel Dayun
moto that can be used for bringing food from the market, working on the land, and other needs.

This Kids Went Back to School in September
Special thank you to everyone who made it possible by sending donations for
tuition, supplies, books, and uniforms!
In September, the kids at Kenbe Fem went back to school with all they needed… uniforms,
books, supplies, backpacks, and shoes! Thank you to everyone who gave to Back to School at
Kenbe Fem 2016. And thank you to everyone who supported the Blue Monkey Resale Gift Shop.
Proceeds from the store made up the donation shortfall and went toward their tuition this year.
This means 22 children are attending pre-school thru high high school and four students are in
college. As Americans, it can be easy to take school for granted. Remember, in Haiti, there is no
free school system. If not for this funding, these kids would not be going to school.

These are photos from this year’s first day of school at Kenbe Fem.

Livestock and crops are critical to the life of many Haitians.
Last year, Kenbe Fem’s cow died suddenly for no obvious
reason. Recently we were able to replace it.

Hurricane Matthew

We are thankful to have boots on the ground in Haiti at all times. Almost immediately after Hurricane
Matthew hit Haiti, we were able to send donations directly to Frantzo, Anise and the kids from Kenbe
Fem. With those donations, they purchased water and food and were able to serve 127 people in their
community. Thank you to those who gave! We are blessed to empower Haitians to help other Haitians.
The week after Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti, BWBT President Kim Reed was in country to deliver 1,000
doses of Doxycycline. This is the antibiotic used to treat cholera. The medicine was given to a cholera
clinic being run by Doctors Without Borders in Coteaux. Coteaux is on the southwest coast of Haiti and
was the area most devastated. The clinic is in great need of medicines and supplies. The need is
expected to increase as the result of destroyed crops and livestock takes its toll on the area.
One dose of Doxycycline is all that is needed to treat cholera in an adult.
Thank you to Dr. Bud Ehler for helping us get this medication. It will save many lives!
Below to the left is a picture of a lady in the Haiti mountain village of Baied'Orange. Her goats were
killed in the hurricane. This is a story being that is repeated all over Haiti. Crops and livestock were
decimated. This will mean that the aftermath of the storm will linger on for a very long time, causing
lack of food in a place where food can be difficult to come by during normal times. Due to the
generosity of some donors, we were able to purchase three new goats for this lady.

We have so many people to be thankful for…
Thank you to the One World Cultural Arts & Heritage Foundation,
Christian Bergeron Graffagnino
with Infinite Image Consulting, and
all of the many people and businesses that donated their time,
talents and resources to pull off
the best event in Pearland... the
One World Fashion Show! It was
fabulous! The funds raised will go
toward a school for children in
Haiti.

We're in the news! Thank you to
the Carmeans family! They had
this incredible Halloween display
that made the news. When
asked if they were charging
people to come see it, they said
no, but they are taking donations
for Builders Without Borders of
Texas! They collected $500 and
then personally matched that
amount! That is $1,000! That is
exactly one year's tuition for one
of our college students in Haiti!

Four young men who have
grown up at Kenbe Fem are now
attending college in Jacmel.
To the left is a picture of Nerry.
He is in his third year and is
studying nursing.
We are so proud of him!
Considering that less than half of
all Haitians receive any formal
education at all, a college
education in Haiti is a BIG DEAL.
The donations and fundraisers of
our supporters allow us to make
the dream of a college education
in Haiti a rare reality.

Help Give Christmas to the Children at Kenbe Fem
In December, we will be taking a small team to Haiti to bring Christmas to Kenbe Fem.
We try to make Christmas a special time for the children by providing gifts that are brand new
and foods that they don’t normally get throughout the year.
Please consider giving to Christmas at Kenbe Fem!

~~~GIVE IN HONOR OR REMEMBRANCE OF A LOVED ONE~~~
If you wish, your gift can be in honor or remembrance of a loved one.
When you give, we will send you a Christmas card, which you can use to let your loved ones
know that you have given in their name.

* Two Ways to Give *
1. Money
The children at Kenbe Fem attend church every Sunday. Getting dressed and preparing for
church is a special time each week. This year, each child has requested a new church outfit.
Christmas Day is a very special time for the entire Kenbe Fem family as they gather
together to share a time of fellowship and a meal. We are asking for donations of money
so that we can purchase new outfits and food for the Christmas meal. We will also
purchase a gift for each of the Kenbe Fem staff members.
Donations can be made online at www.builderswithoutbordersoftexas.org.
Checks can be mailed to: BWBT, P.O. Box 202, Friendswood, TX 77549.
Donations are tax deductible. EIN# 84-1636981
2. Gifts
We will give each child two brand new, age-appropriate gifts to open. If you would like to
donate a gift and you are out of town, please mail it to the address above.
If you are local (Houston area), gifts can be dropped off at our resale store:
Blue Monkey Resale Gift Shop, 206 E. Edgewood, Friendswood, TX 77549,
or call Lori at 832-498-3957 to make arrangements.
*We will be leaving the United States to take Christmas to Kenbe Fem on December 12th.
We will need several days to wrap and pack for the trip. In order to help us make this
happen, please give your gifts by December 5th.*

If you choose to purchase gifts, below is a list of the kids. Haitian kids are pretty much
just like American kids and will enjoy the same types of gifts. Older girls like jewelry,
make-up, diaries, scrapbooking things. Younger girls like toys, craft and jewelry kits.
Older like boys jewelry, cologne, and clothes. Younger boys like toys.
High School Girls
Darline
Elinda
Tina
Vania

Elementary/Middle School Girls
Wilda
Ashana
Stesy
Anaika
Manita
Daphne

Preschool Girls
Juliana
Waterline

College Boys
Omega
Nerry
Evens
Ricardo

Wilda opening her gifts for
Christmas 2015

High School Boys
Mackenson
Belizaire
Woody

Elementary/Middle SchoolBoys
Richard
Yonel
Charlesmayson
Williams

Preschool Boys
Kenley
Joevendy
Louvenley

Christmas Dinner at
Kenbe Fem 2015

