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Happy New Year! 

We don’t just build buildings. We build lives. 

Wow! What a year 2017 has been! A lot has happened. With the arrival of Hurricane Harvey to our area and 

the ensuing floods, we have experienced a whirlwind of the unexpected. 

We thought we would take the time to send out this little newsletter with a brief recap of the year, some infor-

mation about what is happening now, and what is coming in 2018. 

When Hurricane Harvey brought unprecedented flooding to our area of Texas, we 

were not spared. Our resale store that helps fund a portion of our monthly expenses 

took on 3 1/2 feet of water. With the help of local volunteers, we were able to com-

pletely dry out the store and set it up as a distribution site for emergency supplies to 

meet the immediate needs of those who were flooded. We have not yet been able 

to rebuild the restore. We hope to have funding and be able to rebuild in 2018. The 

store’s income is vital to our organization and those that we help. 

The nation responded! Within days, supplies were coming in from all over the coun-

try. We were blessed to receive 200,000 sq. ft. of brand new flooring from My Floor-

ing America and The Carpet Guys. The flooring has been distributed to families in 

need in the Houston area. In November, our Harvey Relief Golf Tournament raised 

over $13,000. All of that money was used to purchase insulation, sheetrock, and 

supplies. The materials have gone to families and two churches to help them rebuild 

from the flood. During that time, volunteer teams from outside of Texas who came to 

help clean out flooded homes used our Alvin facility as a base camp. Our bunk 

house and shower trailer will be put to great use as our facility is booked for the next 

three months with teams coming from Americorps, Campus Crusade for Christ, 

Team Effort and University of Michigan to help with Harvey relief efforts. 

This month, we begin building a new home for the Poks, an elderly couple whose 

house was destroyed by Hurricane Harvey. Since then, they have been living under 

a tarp! All that remains of their home is the toilet, which they wrapped a tarp around 

and still use as their bathroom. 

With the help of volunteers and 

their donations, locally we pack-

aged and gave out over 20,000 

pounds of dry food to people in 

need. We planted 100 citrus trees 

on our Alvin property. The fruit from 

these trees will be added to what 

we give out locally. A slab has been 

poured on our Alvin property, 

where beginning in February,  we 

will build a hot house. The hot 

house will grow fresh vegetables 

for our local food outreach to those 

in need. 

 Due to some grant funding, we were able to purchase a skid loader that 

will help us tremendously with moving food in our warehouse and with 

future disaster relief efforts nationwide. 



In Haiti, this past summer we did Vacation Bible School and free vision clinics in 

several communities. The children at the orphanage continue to do well. Because 

of our donors, we have been able to provide food, medical care, clothing and edu-

cation for all of the children. The kids got off to a great school year in September. 

Four are in college. Nery will graduate from nursing school this coming summer. 

Evens surprised us with a desire to attend and his acceptance to the Haitian Police 

Academy. He graduated last month and is now waiting for his first assignment, 

which will come in the middle of this month. We have been able to continue to sup-

port and grow the Les Joie school in Raymond, providing education, new class-

rooms and a hot lunch to 160 students. 

In Mexico, three students graduated from our College Sponsorship Program. 

We were blessed to be able to be there for two of the graduate’s ceremonies. 

In Haiti and Mexico this past year, our eye clinics have provided 536 pair of glasses and 93 eye surgeries! 

This month, we will be back in Mexico doing a free eye surgery clinic for some of Mexico’s poorest population. 

Last month, we were packed up and ready to take Christmas gifts and food to the orphanage in Haiti… on the day of 

the power outage at the Atlanta airport. Needless to say, our flight was canceled. We have rescheduled and will be 

taking Christmas to the kids on January 16th! In addition to the orphanage, we will be taking goody bags for the kids 

at Les Joie School. Due to a generous gift by some friends in Illinois, we will be surprising the orphanage with new 

kitchen appliances, which they need desperately. Last month, their refrigerators went completely out! 

This past year at the orphanage, we were able to build an additional boy’s room, where more space was needed, an 

added covered area for the older kids to sit and study outside, and begin construction of a covered, outdoor eating 

pavilion. It’s too hot to eat in the kitchen in Haiti! 

We are thrilled to announce that we have received funding to build a high school on our property in Haiti that will serve 

the community of Raymond. The school will be complete this year. Plans are being made for a teacher mentoring pro-

gram that will take place at the high school. More about that to come! So follow us on Facebook and sign up on our 

web site at www.builderswithoutbordersoftexas.org to receive email updates. 

Over the long-term, the elementary school computer lab and library in Carbonera continues to bless the children of 

the village. The COBAT in Carbonera continues to educate high school students and prepare those who go onto our 

College Sponsorship Program. Without the vision and support of our supporters back in 2005, none of this would be 

possible. Children in the village would still be going to an elementary school with no doors, broken windows, and no 

resources, and education in the village would end at the eighth grade. Now these children have the opportunity to go 

all the way thru college and have hope for a better future! 


