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Help Take Christmas to Kenbe Fem December 12-15, 2016 

We will be traveling to the Kenbe Fem orphanage in Haiti December 12-15 of this year to take 

Christmas to the kids. We invite others to join us on this trip. The cost is $1,800 per person. 

This includes RT airfare from Houston to Haiti, daily breakfast, dinner and bottled drinking 

water  (excluding two international travel days), all in country transportation, and hotel lodging. 

Interested? Contact Lori@bwbtexas.org or 832-498-3957. 

www.gofund.me/kbfvan 

The Kenbe Fem orphanage desperately needs a new vehicle to get the kids back and forth 

to school every day. A Go Fund Me page has been set up to help raise the money to buy a 

van. Please consider giving at www.gofund.me/kbfvan or you can send a donation directly 

to BWBT and make a notation that it is for the van purchase. Our goal is $30,000. 

So far, $2,535 has been raised. 

Water for Life  
Exciting news from the orphanage in Haiti! 

Thank you to the support from One World Cultural Arts and 

Heritage Foundation, Pearland 288 Corridor Rotary Club 

(Texas), and Water for Life, last month, we were able to 

have a successful water well drilled on the Kenbe Fem 

property in Haiti. We are now seeking to raise funds to 

purchase a pressurized water tank that will allow the kids 

to have flushing toilets, an automatic shut-off pumping 

system, and pressurized water in the kitchen and for 

showers. Funds are also being raised to run lines and build 

a public dispensing station where the people in the 

community of Raymond can access clean water. 

Pictured to the left: 

Some of the children at Kenbe Fem are all smiles as they 

get their first touch of clean water from the well. (top) 

The Water for Life drilling rig behind the Kenbe Fem 

orphanage last month as they drilled the water well. 

We don’t just build buildings. We build lives. 



Education 

There is a Tibetan proverb which says 

“A child without education is like a bird without wings.” 

When we first met Rosemary, she lived in Carbonera, Mexico, with little chance at an education. Girls like 

Rosemary would typically get married and start a family in the village after graduating eighth grade. When 

we learned that eighth grade was the highest level of school offered in Carbonera, we built a high school. 

Because of that high school, Rosemary's story is different. She graduated from that high school and 

joined our College Sponsorship Program. Last summer, we attended her graduation from University in 

Reynosa. Since then, she has received her teaching certificate. This month, she begins her new career 

teaching at an elementary school in Reynosa. Congratulations, Rosemary! We are very proud of you. 

Rosemary 

Our Target Goals and Objectives 

•To raise a generation out of poverty 

•To broaden our student's view of the world so that they can help 

create better policies for their country in the future 

•To promote better understanding and communication between the 

United States and countries where we work as our students work 

hand-in-hand with Americans 

•To raise a generation who gives back to their communities and 

country 

We believe that all children deserve the best education available and 

that all adults deserve the opportunity for higher education. We strive 

to be sure that everyone we assist receives that opportunity. Our 

education programs include COBAT (a high school in Carbonera, 

Mexico), the College Sponsorship Program (Reynosa, Mexico), and 

all of the children at our orphanage in Haiti are sent to the best 

schools in the area and given the opportunity to go to college or 

vocational training before leaving the orphanage. 

In our June newsletter, 

we told you about 

Enoc, who graduated 

through the College 

Sponsorship Program 

and is now a monthly 

sponsor of that 

program. 

This month, we thought 

we would share a few 

more stories about the 

life changes taking 

place as a result of our 

education programs. 

Enoc 

It’s not just about building buildings. 

It’s about building lives. 



Miranda 

Yonel 

Miranda was a member of the very first class in the College Sponsorship 

Program. From the beginning, her goal was to become a lawyer. While at 

University in Cuidad de Victoria, Miranda became involved in performing arts 

and discovered her gifts and talents in that area. Since then, she has 

achieved her goal of becoming a lawyer. She lives in Cuidad de Victoria and 

is very active using her education, gifts and talents to help empower women 

and children. She works in schools around the country reaching children by 

using her talents in artistic drama. To the left is a photo of Miranda 

addressing the rights of women on a local radio show. Miranda is a blessing 

to her country! 

Evens, Omega, Nerry, Ricardo 

Evens, Omega, Nerry and Ricardo have grown up at the 

Kenbe Fem orphanage in Haiti. All four have completed high 

school and passed the necessary exams. In Haiti, this alone 

is a huge accomplishment. These young men are taking it 

further and are attending college in Jacmel. Omega and 

Nerry are studying business. Evens is studying nursing. 

Ricardo is just beginning his first year of college and will be 

studying engineering. We are excited to see what the future 

holds for these young men! 

Yonel is an 11-year-old boy who lives at Kenbe Fem. In 2013, we 

first met Yonel and his sister Manita sitting on a rock in the 

mountains of Haiti. Their father had died in the 2010 earthquake. 

Their mother, unable to care for them, had left them. They were 

neglected and in poor physical condition. Yonel would not speak. 

After some time at Kenbe Fem, both children have blossomed into 

bright and healthy members of the family. Before coming to Kenbe 

Fem, neither child had attended school. Now they attend school 

regularly. Both are doing great! In fact, Yonel excels. For the 

second school year in a row, Yonel came out at the very top of his 

class. If you visit and talk with Yonel, you will discover a very 

intelligent, deep thinking, and insightful young man! 

Yonel and Manita  

2013 

Yonel today 

“Education is the most 

powerful weapon which 

you can use to change 

the world.” 

Nelson Mandela 



Educating a Community 

In Haiti, there is no free public education. Parents must pay tuition, purchase books, supplies, and 

provide uniforms. Unless someone comes in, funds a school, and offers it for free or at an extremely 

low cost, most children cannot afford to pay. So more than half of Haiti’s children just don't attend 

school. Only 20% attend and complete high school. We rely on the financial support of donors each 

year to send the 25 kids at Kenbe Fem to school.  

Les Joie de Seigneur (Joy of the Lord), a school in Raymond, Haiti, was a school that was being 

funded by an outside group. It was offered free to the poorest of the poor children, whose families 

could not afford to send them to school. In the years following the 2010 earthquake, the group 

supporting Les Joie was unable to continue their support. The school went from over 100 kids 

attending to about 20 students. It was at this point that we first visited the school as a location where 

we held our summer Vacation Bible Schools. Hundreds of children from the community attended VBS. 

We spoke with parents and knew that there was a great desire that there children be able to attend 

school. So with help from some supporters, we began funding the school in the fall of 2015. Les Joie 

now teaches over 120 students every day and feeds them a hot meal every other day. We do not 

require uniforms, and we help as much as we can with supplies and books. 

Our plans for Les Joie are long-term. We are committed to educating as many Haitian children as we 

can. Our first step is to buy desks, feed all of the students a hot meal every day, and build two new 

roof covers so that we can raise our attendance to over 200 students. The second step is to construct 

a free junior high school building on the same property. This way, the elementary students can 

continue their education instead of quitting school at age 12. The third step in our program is to build a 

high school on the Kenbe Fem property that will insure that the poorest students in Haiti have a 

chance at a decent education. 

One of our requirements in this overall program is that all of our students must learn English. This will 

allow us to supplement Haitian teaching staff with American teachers that want to go to Haiti and 

teach during their vacation time or after retirement. The high school will be taught on laptop computers 

and will include United States curriculum. We believe that speaking English will afford these kids the 

best opportunity to succeed in the world as adults. 

The last step is to build a nursing college on the land  where Kenbe Fem is located. Since working in 

the hospital with an American medical team two days after the 2010 earthquake, it has been our goal 

to create a  good nursing college in Haiti. The Haitian nurses we worked with were so inadequate in 

their training and under-educated in so many areas that many patients that should have survived were 

lost. We know that with proper education, these nurses would have had a bigger impact in patient care 

and able to save many more lives. 

Our Haitian staff at Les Joie 

with Frantzo, who manages the 

Kenbe Fem orphanage 

Children at Les Joie Children in class at Les Joie 



Let’s Communicate 

1. We have a new office phone number at our Alvin facility 281-968-0966 

3. You can also contact us via email at info@bwbtexas.org 

4. Find out more at www.builderswithoutbordersoftexas.org 

5. We would love to come visit your church or group to talk about what we do and       

    how you can be involved. 

Harvest for the Hungry Update 
During July and the first two weeks of August, we delivered 6,900 pounds of rice and beans to people in need. 

Of that, 4,900 pounds went to local food assistance ministries, including 2,500 pounds that went to Brazoria 

County Dream Center and were given to families of children receiving backpacks and school supplies at their 

BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH on August 13th. 

Thank you to the incredible volunteers and donors for making this possible: 

 Friendswood Friends Church Junior High Youth 

 First United Methodist Church, Pearland Sr. High Youth 

 Friendswood Community Church Compassion Day Volunteers 

 Crossroads United Methodist Church 

 United Methodist Church of Mexico (Reynosa) 

It was an extra special day when members of a Methodist Church from Reynosa, Mexico, joined us to 

package rice and beans and plant corn. 1,000 pounds of rice and beans was delivered to Reynosa for families 

in their community. 

Thank you, First United Methodist Church, Pearland for letting us kick off your 

week at GIFTS Camp last month by sharing at Opening Assembly with your 350+ 

campers what it's like to live in the mountains of Haiti and not have shoes. The kids 

also sent brand new shoes to children in Haiti! 

FUMC Pearland GIFTS 

Camp Missions Class 



Local Texas peeps… 

This October, join us at the 

*Pumpkin Patch* 

Located at the 

*Blue Monkey Resale Gift Shop* 

206 E. Edgewood in Friendswood 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Help Unload the Pumpkin Truck 

The pumpkin truck is scheduled to arrive at the 

Blue Monkey at noon on September 24th. We will 

need lots of help unloading and setting up the 

patch. 

If you or your group is interested in volunteering to 

help, please contact Lori@bwbtexas.org 

or 832-498-3957.



“A child without education is like a bird without 

wings.” 

Please consider giving the gift of opportunity by giving to our education 

programs. 

Below is an annual cost breakdown of what is needed to operate our 

education programs at their current level for one year. Whether you give one 

time or become a regular monthly sponsor, any amount you give will be used 

toward these costs. You can give online at 

www.builderswithoutbordersoftexas.org through our secure PayPal system, 

or you can mail a check to: BWBT, P.O. Box 202, Friendswood, TX 77549. 

Claudia graduated from our 

high school in Carbonera, 

Mexico, and then our College 

Program. She now works as a 

nutritionist in Ciudad de 

Victoria, Mexico. 

Mexico College Program 

20 Students   $100 per student/mo. X 12 months = $24,000/yr. 

Les Joie School—Haiti 

200 Students/4 meals per week   $1,500/mo. =   $18,000/yr. 

(10 months of school + 12 months of meals + books and supplies) 

Kenbe Fem (25 students) 

Tuition      $3,450 

Uniforms     $1,600 

Books      $1,100 

Supplies     $879 

4 College students   =           $4,000 

Shoes, Undergarments, Belts     $2,350 =  $13,379/yr. 

Total Annual Education Funding Needed =     $55,379/yr. 

Every dollar 

donated 

makes a 

difference. 


