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We don’t just build buildings. We build lives.

What is happening locally?
Hurricane Harvey
It has been almost one year since Hurricane Harvey rushed over our area of Texas. The response from
volunteers has been wonderful. Between January and July, we have housed and led 854 volunteers at our
Alvin facilities. These volunteers have built two brand new “tiny homes”; one for an elderly couple and one for
an elderly lady, whose homes were total losses. The elderly couple was living under a tarp on the spot where
their house once stood.

They used to live here…

Now they live here...

A special thank you to Team Effort for sending nine teams.
With the help of volunteers from all around the United States, partnerships and funding
from SEWA, CRU, United Way, Good360, YMCA, and others, we have been able to dry
in six additional full-size, brand new homes for Harvey flood victims whose homes were
total losses. The sheetrock for these homes has been delivered. The electrical and
plumbing work is underway.

Three of this summer’s volunteer teams came from the
Amish community. Here,
one of the group leaders
hands Mr. Pok the key to
his new home.

THERE IS STILL MUCH WORK TO BE DONE!
Our Alvin facilities provide air conditioned/heated sleeping quarters
for 52, three full bathrooms, a full kitchen,
and areas for relaxation and recreation.
If your team would like to volunteer, contact us today.

Supporting Local Food Pantries

This is the second “tiny house”, which was built for
Paula, pictured on the right with representatives of
SEWA, YMCA, and BWBT. Extra special “thank
you” to Tommy Overstreet for leading this project!
We were able to give
four new refrigerators
and gas grills,
150,000 sq. ft. of
carpet, and an
18-wheeler of sheetrock and insulation to
Hurricane Harvey
flood victims.

This year’s corn crop in Alvin
produced 4,000 pounds of
corn that we delivered to local
food pantries. We have also
delivered 15,000 pounds of
rice and beans so far this
year.
If you are in the Houston area and would like to know
more about how you can be a part of helping us
provide food to local food pantries, contact us!
The green house in Alvin that will provide fresh
tomatoes for food pantries is almost complete. If you are
interested in single-day serves and would like to help us
get this project complete, contact us! It still needs a roof
installed and planting tables built.

HUGE THANK YOU to United Way and the Brazoria County Long
-Term Recovery Committee for the grant to purchase this tool
trailer. It has been a tremendous help during our Hurricane Harvey rebuild and will continue to be an essential part of future disaster relief efforts. Maybe we will see you on the road!

Changing lives in Haiti

In May, we took a team of volunteers from Gateway Community Church to Haiti. The team did three days of Vacation Bible School, feeding children, and vision clinics, reaching 300 people a day. At one of the clinics, a man
named Cadet came to seek help for his arm. He had broken it four years prior and never received medical treatment. He was in pain most of the time and said that it was getting worse. We were all so struck by how this man
had managed to get through everyday. His arm just literally hung there. It looked so painful! We gave him what
money we had, told him to try to see a doctor, and we would try to get more help. He did see a doctor, who said
he needed surgery and several weeks of antibiotics and care to build his body up to be strong enough for surgery. The cost for everything was going to be $1,500. The Gateway volunteers put out the word and within a few
days the money was raised! On August 6th, Cadet had surgery and is doing great! From four years of misery to
healing because a group of everyday people took a trip, took an interest, cared, and took action.

Meet Nery

Nery has grown up in our children’s home in Haiti. For as long as we have know him, Nery
has had a dream of becoming a nurse. Whenever we are at the home, Nery is sitting at the
table studying. We have watched him successfully complete the rigorous Haitian exam system
and receive his high school diploma. We have watched him complete four years of college.
On September 1st, we will watch him graduate from university with a nursing degree.
Nery’s is just one of the success stories that have come from these young people getting the
opportunity to go to school. Education is one of the greatest sources of hope and opportunity
that we can give to help them become independent, self-sustaining adults.
In a country where less than half of the population ever attend school at all, especially for an
orphan, Nery’s education is remarkable and would not have happened without the support of
our donors.
Now is the time of year when we need to raise the funds to send all of the children at the
home in Haiti back to school. This year’s cost is $10,949. This pays tuition and sends all of the
children back to school with new shoes, undergarments, and the required uniforms, books,
and supplies. This includes two college students.
In a typical year, we are able to raise a portion of the back-to-school money from donations
and then make up the difference with funds from our resale store. However, this year is
different. Since Hurricane Harvey destroyed our store with almost four feet of flood water and
we have not yet been able to re-open, we have now been a year without the store’s income to
help fund what we do. The kids need you more than ever.

Please consider making a donation online at www.builderswithoutbordersoftexas.org
or by mailing a check to: BWBT, P.O. Box 202, Friendswood, TX 77549

