
Builders Without Borders of Texas 

Martin’s 24-hour journey from screening to restored vision 

Team Work! 
This month, we took a team to Rio Bravo, Mexico, for our annual eye sur-
gery clinic. The team screened 364 patients and did 96 cataract surgeries 
in 2 1/2 days! Special thanks to Dr. Greg Clariday and Tyrus Demouchet, 
our surgeon and optometrist from Clear Lake's Coastal Eye Associates, 
Alcon Medical Missions division for their generous donations, Trent Norris 
from Alcon, our volunteers from Gateway Community Church, Manos Jun-
tas VIM Mexico for their help with in-country logistics and the use of their 
facility for pre-screenings, Luis Fernando Cabrera and his team for an 
awesome pre-screening job, and the Red Cross of Mexico for getting the 
word out to Mexico's people in need and their help with transportation. 
That is what we call team work! 
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Martin 
Martin is one of the 96 patients who received surgery last week in Rio Bravo. He is a fisherman from Carbonera, 

a fishing village about 100 miles south of Rio Bravo. For the past year, Martin has had to receive government 

assistance for food. His sisters have helped by doing some of the fishing, while Martin has had to just sit in a 

chair most days. His cataracts had become so severe that during his screening he could only see large hand 

motion approximately six inches in front of his face. He was TOTALLY unable to see the eye chart. Martin had 

his surgery on Thursday and then returned on Friday to have his patch removed and eye checked. He could 

already read letters on the eye chart! His vison will continue to improve as his eye heals from the surgery. 

The prognosis is excellent that Martin will return to fishing very soon! Watch for a photo of Martin on the water:) 

It’s not just about 

building buildings. 

It’s about building lives. 

This is Claudia. On 

December 9, 2015, 

Claudia became the 

newest graduate of our 

College Sponsorship 

Program. She now has 

a degree in Nutrition 

and Food Science. 
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Pablito 
Above are photos of 10-year-old Pablito. He came to our eye clinic in Rio 
Bravo last week for screening. It was determined that he has some con-
genital eye issues and has never really been able to see much. Pablito 
and his family live across the street from his school in a village just south 
of Rio Bravo. Every day, his six-year-old sister Jessica holds him by the 
hand and leads him to school so that he can at least be there with the oth-
er kids. However, he wasn't able to learn to read or write, because he 
couldn't see. Since standard screenings are not done in schools in Mexi-
co, his issues went undiagnosed for years. 

Tyrus, the optometrist on our trip had an app on his phone that uses 
shapes rather than letters to try to determine Pablito's level of sight. Alt-
hough it was determined that he would not benefit from surgery, he can 
benefit from some very strong glasses. We were blessed to be able to 
take him to an optical store in Rio Bravo to have his lenses made and let 
him pick out some frames. His father Simon, mother Antonia and little sis-
ter Jessica were so happy! 

This is an example of how the once-a-month vision screenings that Build-
ers Without Borders of Texas has been doing in elementary schools in the 
Rio Bravo and Reynosa area can help change lives. Pablito's issues could 
have been detected years earlier with a simple screening. A tool like the 
Spot could have detected his vision problems at a very early age. 

 

“The Spot uses lights and sounds to help engage children.” 

Help Us 
Help More 
Children 
Approximately once a month, we 

go into elementary schools in the 

Reynosa/Rio Bravo area of Mexico 

to do vision screenings. As a re-

sult, in one year, we have given 

away hundreds of glasses to chil-

dren. 

The Spot 
We use an eye chart and manual 
tools to help determine if and what 
glasses a child needs. Although 

this method works to an 
acceptable degree, it is slow and 
leaves margin for error. 

The Spot Vision Screener is a 

handheld, portable device 
designed to help users quickly and 
easily detect vision issues on 

patients from six months of age 
through adult. Spot screens both 
eyes at once from a non-

threatening three-foot distance. 
The touch-screen display allows 
for one-touch activation, simple 

management of patient data entry, 
and easy configuration for both 

vision screening and auto 
refraction applications. 

We have had the privilege of using 
a Spot that was loaned to us for a 

short time. It is user-friendly and 
fantastic! Depending upon the 
model, a Spot costs $8,000. If you 

would like to make a donation that 
will change lives, help us purchase 
a Spot. 

If you would like to help, donations 

can be made on our web site or by 
check. Feel free to contact us with 
questions. 

Spot Vision Screener 

Pablto gets glasses 



 

Omega 

Omega is one of three 

college students from 

Kenbe Fem. 

Omega has lived in the 

orphanage since he was 

10 years old. He has 

graduated from high 

school and is now in his 

second year of university, 

where he is studying 

business. His dream is to 

be a diplomat. 

One does not have to be 

around Omega very long 

to see the incredible gift 

of leadership that God 

has placed in him. 

Omega speaks very good 

English and has been 

invaluable to us and our 

team in leading Vacation 

Bible School for thou-

sands of Haitian children. 

Omega is a leader in the 

home. The children look 

up to him. We have 

watched him struggle with 

tough decisions that face 

all young men as they 

grow and strive to 

achieve independence. 

We watch him lean on his 

foundation of faith and 

cannot wait to see where 

that faith will lead him. 

Please join is in praying 

for Omega and all of our 

Kenbe Fem family. 

Omega reads the Christmas story to his Kenbe Fem family 

Christmas at Kenbe Fem 
Even in the midst of hardships and a difficult life that living in Haiti brings, our 

Kenbe Fem family remains joyful and grateful each day of the year. At Christmas-

time, the generous givers who chose to donate toward Christmas at Kenbe Fem 

made life a little brighter. 

We were able to go to Haiti December 15-18 to take suitcases filled with gifts for 

each child and staff members and American Christmas food treats. When we ar-

rived, the Christmas tree was ready to go! Anise unloaded the gifts and placed 

them under the tree. That night, the children gathered around with big smiles of 

anticipation. Omega led us all by reading the Christmas story from Luke, and then 

the children took turns talking about Christmas. We were reminded of how these 

earthly gifts are just representative celebrations of the ultimate gift of Jesus. The 

children sang songs... and then the party started! Gifts were unwrapped, toys 

were played with, pashminas were modeled, popcorn was popped and eaten... 

lots of it! 

On Christmas day, Frantzo sent us pictures of the food we brought that was pre-

pared along with some of their traditional Haitian dishes for a Christmas feast. 

Thank you to all who made this Christmas blessing possible. 
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We’re All Moved In! 
This month, we officially moved into our office 
space in the new building. The volunteer break 
area is underway and will be completed with a 
kitchen space as funds allow. 

 

Rice and beans and more... 

Thank you to Friendswood Community Church, 

Mosaic Church, and the Brizendine Family and 

Friends for volunteering. These groups pack-

aged 12,500 pounds of rice and beans during 

the first quarter that our new warehouse was 

open! Those rice and beans have been given to 

The United Methodist Church of Mexico for 

school lunch programs, an immigrant camp at the Texas/Mexico border, 

Christian Helpings Hands in Pearland, Susana’s Cupboard in Manvel, and 

the Houston Praise and Worship Center. 

***Let us know if you are aware of any food pantries or shelters that could 

benefit from rice and beans. Yes, we deliver!!!*** 

12,500 pounds of rice and beans packaged and given to those in need in three months! 

!!!WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

In March of this year, we will begin planting the first crops on our property in 

Alvin, Texas. We will be planting two acres of corn. The corn will be donated 

to local food pantries and shelters. WE NEED YOUR HELP! WE are looking 

for volunteer teams to come and help us plant. 

Contact us today to schedule your volunteers 

Lori@bwbtexas.org 

The Blue Monkey Resale Gift Shop is our 100% non-profit store in 

Friendswood, Texas. 100% of the profits from the store go to help pay for our 

projects and ongoing programs. The store operates totally on donations and 

volunteers. The store is in need of volunteers to help with taking in and sorting 

donations, pricing and placing our inventory, assisting and checking customers. 

The store hours are Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-4:00. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please call Terri at 281-220-8455 during store hours. 


